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EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE INTERIM 

COMMITTEE 

At the Office of the National Research Council, August 19, 1919, at 

10.00 A.M. 

Mr. Angell in the chair. 

Present: Messrs. Angell, Barrows, Howe, Ransome, Wood, and by invi- 
tation Mr. J. H. J. Yule. 

The Chairman presented the resignation of Dr. W. F. Durand as Chairman 
of the Patent OiEce Committee of the National Research Council. 

Moved: That the resignation of Mr. Durand as Chairman of the Patent Office Com- 
mittee be accepted with an expression of thanks from the Council for the work which he 
has done as chairman of this committee. {Adopted.) 

Moved: That Mr. L. H. Baekeland be elected Chairman of the Patent Oflfice Committee 
of the National Research Coimcil. (Adopted.) 

The Chairman asked the Interim Committee to give further consideration 
to the request of Mr. Wade for authority to make purchases against appro- 
priations and allotments already provided for. 

Moved: That the Chief Clerk with the Bursar be authorized to make purchases against 
appropriated fimds. (Adopted.) 

Moved: That in view of the inability of Mr. Leuschner to return to his duties as Secre- 
tary, Mr. Wood be designated Acting Secretary until further action of the Committee. 

(Adopted.) 

The Chairman asked informal consideration as to the advisabiUty of the 
Chairman sending a letter, giving an outline of the present organization of 
the National Research Council without personnel, to the heads of the Depart- 
ments of the Government, statiag that the National Research Council had 
now, after completing its work under the war organization, reorganized under 
peace conditions and would be glad to consider any matters relating to 
research which they might desire to have advice upon. It was the sense of 
the meeting that the Chairman should prepare such a letter and send it to 
the heads of the Departments of the Government. 

The meeting adjourned at 11.25 a.m. 

Paul Beockett, Assistant Secretary. 

EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE INTERIM 

COMMITTEE 

At the Office of the National Research CotrNCiL, October 2, 1919, at 

9.15 A.M. 

Mr. Angell in the chair. 

Present: Messrs. Angell, Bancroft, Barrows, H. E. Howe, Kellogg, 
McClung, Mathews, Mendenhall, Ransome, Wood, Yerkes. 
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The minutes of the meeting of the Interim Committee of the National 
Research Council of August 19 were approved as circulated. 

The Chairman, as chairman of the Finance Committee, rendered an 
informal report of a meeting of that committee held in New York on Septem- ■ 
ber9. 

Mr. Howe, Chairman of the Committee on Organization andiBudget, 
reported that, after consultation with the Treasurer, he had taken^outjin- 
surance to the amount of $5000 on that portion of the property contained in 
the offices of the Council which belongs to the National Research Council. 

Moved: That the action taken with reference to insurance be approved. (Adopted.) 

Mr. Kellogg, Chairman of the Publicity Committee, presented anj^informal 
report of the activities of that committee. '| ', f ; '^i'^A 

On recommendation of Mr. Yerkes, Chairman of the,Committee~j_on5Pub- 
lication, it was 

Moved: That the Committee on Publication be authorized to publish Bulletins of the 
National Research Council in appropriate editions. (Adopted.) 

Mr. Yerkes presented an informal report of the Committee on Publication 
concerning difficulties which had arisen in the publication of Bulletins of the 
Council, such as questions of postal rates, economy of printing, and the 
relation of the Bulletins of the Council to the Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences. Action regarding the form of publication was post- 
poned until the next meeting of the Executive Board. 

The Vice Chairman of the Division of Industrial Relations made an 
informal report of the progress of the Division in its various activities. 

On account of certain objections offered by one of the Divisions of Science 
and Technology to the change of name to Division of Industrial Research, 
the matter was again brought up for consideration. The Vice Chairman of 
the Division made a clarifying statement setting forth the actual functions 
of the Division. It was the sense of the meeting that the recommendation 
already made to the National Academy of Sciences, that the name be changed 
to Division of Industrial Research should be allowed to stand. 

On recommendation of the Vice Chairman of the Division it was 

Moved: That the exhibit to be put in by the Western Electric Company, all expenses of 
which they are to defray, be authorized. (Adopted.) 

The Chairman of the Research Information Service drew attention to a 
recommendation made by the Committee on International Catalogue of 
Scientific Literature, which provides that the catalogue be changed to simply 
an author's list of publications arranged under the proper division of science, 
but not subdivided further, and that this list be published once in^five years. 
In view of the thought given by the Council to the matter of abstracts and 
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bibliographies, and of its plans for the improvement of the status of ^scientific 
publications, and siace it will be necessary for the Council to make [individ- 
ual response to this recommendation through the Foreign Secretaryjof the 
National Academy, it was 

Moved: That a committee representing the several divisions of the Research Council be 
appointed by the Chairman, who shall serve as Chairman of the committee, to consider 
existing provisions for the abstracting and indexing of scientific literature in their relations 
to the proposed modification of the International Catalogue of Scientific Literature, and 
to formulate a plan for improving methods of preparing and issuing scientific abstracts and 
bibliographic lists. {Adopted.) 

The Chairman of the Research Information Service requested reconsidera- 
tion of the action of the Executive Board at its meeting on June 24, 1919, 
which disapproved the resolution of the Research Information Service re- 
questiag authorization to charge for its services for those exceptional cases 
which involve considerable time and labor in the search for the necessary 
information, or ia special investigations. 

Moved: That the Interim Committee ask the Executive Board to reconsider its action 
of June 24, relative to charges to be made by the Research Information Service for services 
in exceptional cases. {Adopted.) 

The Chairman of the Division of Chemistry and Chemical Technology 
reported that in accordance with action of the Interim Committee on June 3, 
1919, three trustees had been appointed for the business control of the pub- 
Ucation of critical tables of physical and chemical constants, namely, Mr. 
Hugh K. Moore, appointed by the Chairman of the National Research 
Council; Mr. Julius Stieglitz, appointed by the President of thefAmerican 
Chemical Society; and Mr. A. L. Day, appointed by the President of the 
American Physical Society, who has not yet signified his acceptance of the 
appointment. A campaign has been proposed for securing the sum of $100,000 
to carry on the work of publication, for the initial expenses of which a loan of 
$1500 has been requested by the Trustees. 

Moved: That the Chairman of the Division of Physical Sciences and of the Division of 
Chemistry and Chemical Technology be authorized to transfer to this fund $500 each, with 
the understanding that this money shall be paid back to the account of these Divisions 
out of the subscriptions as soon as subscriptions come in. {Adopted.) 

The Chairman of the Division reported that the Subcommittee on Ceramic 
Research has voted, with the approval of the Division, to secure funds for 
fellowships in ceramic research. 

Moved: That the Committee on Ceramic Research be authorized to solicit funds for 
fellowships in ceramic research, as outlined in the minutes of the meeting of the Com- 
mittee on Ceramic Research held on June 23, 1919. {Adopted.) 
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The Chairman of|the Division of Educational Relations presented for the 
information of the Interim Committee a plan for a survey of research con- 
ditions in American Colleges and Universities. 

The Chairman of the Division reported that a request for the appointment 
of Mr. Herbert Hoover as a Member at large of the Division of Educational 
Relations has|been filed with the Secretary. 

Moved:§Tha.t the continuation of the appointment of Mr. Alfred D. Flinn, Secretary of 
the Engineering Foundation, as Assistant Secretary, by reciprocal arrangement, of the 
National Research Council, be confirmed. (Adopted.) 

The Chairman presented a letter addressed to the Council by Mr. W. E. 
Mosher for the Commission of Congress dealing with the reclassification of 
salaries of scientific men, requesting the cooperation of the Council in securing 
data relative to salaries and duties of scientific men in universities and 
industrial|institutions throughout the country. 

Moved: That Mr. Mosher be invited to confer with Chairman of Divisions of the Council 
in regard to the information they desire. (Adopted.) 

Moved: That the Chairman be authorized to appoint a Committee on By-Laws of the 
Council. (Adopted.) 

The Chairman thereupon appointed Messrs. Angell, Mendenhall, and Wood. 

On recommendation of the Acting Secretary it was 

Moved: That the name. Editorial Committee, be changed to Committee on Publication. 

(Adopted.) 

The Acting Secretary presented a letter of appreciation from Mr. Whitman 
Cross containing a request that the period of his services as Treasurer of the 
CouncU be shown as one year and four months instead of two and one-half 
years, in the resolutions of the Executive Board of August 12, 1919. 

(Approved.) 

The Chairman reported that Mr. Vernon Kellogg had consented to assume 
conjointly the work of the secretarial office and the chairmanship of the 
Division of Educational Relations, Mr. Wood to continue in his present 
position. 

The Chairman asked judgment of a plan proposed by Mr. Merriam for 
meetings at frequent intervals during several weeks to come in order that 
the Chairmen may keep closely in touch with the work of other Divisions, 
The plan was approved and the arrangement for such meetings left to the 
Chairman. 

Regarding the regular meetings of the Interim Committee it was 

Moved: That for the present meetings of the Interim Committee be held weekly oa 
Tuesday at nine o'clock. (Adopted.) 

The meeting adjourned at 12.45 p.m. until 9.00 a.m., Tuesday, October 7. 

Harry 0. Wood, Acting Secretary.. 



